
Electronic Apikoros: Searching For the Origins of 
Contemporary Orthodox Satire in the Jewish 
Blogosphere 

Modern Jewish satire originated with the traditionally-educated adherents of the 

Jewish haskalah (enlightenment) in Germany and in the Austro-Hungarian 

territory of Galicia. In the 19th century, the maskilic (enlightened) parody of 

traditional Orthodoxy and in parts of Eastern Europe, the majority Hassidim, 

developed into a literature of subversion that played upon the accepted symbols 

of these communities and their patterns of reading sacred texts. These satires 

demonstrated each author’s mastery of sacred texts and rituals, and used this 

erudition to simultaneously mock traditional social practices and customs as 

unnecessary. The goal of maskilic satire was to advocate for reform of Jewish 

practice and to urge its religiously observant readers to set aside superstitious 

customs in favor of a dialogue with modernity and reason. Authors of this form of 

satire played with the sectarian differences among their fellow Jews and they 

were aware that their readership was not composed of insiders from the orthodox 

communities they targeted, but of apostates, fringe members, and secularized 

Jews. 

The newest incarnation of Jewish satire can be found online in the form of blogs. 

Today, the authors of these sites can potentially reach many more readers and 

followers through search engines and social networking. One popular blog, 

Frumsatire.net, founded by Heshy Fried, collects satirical posts by various writers 

and links its readers to kiruv (outreach) sites, Youtube videos about Hassidic life 

in Brooklyn, and orthodox newspapers while using parodic commentary 

throughout. Over two-thirds of its followers are frum (religious, Orthodox) or 

formerly frum. In my paper, I will show that, despite the changes in the medium 

of the satire of Frumsatire and similar blogs, the spirit and content of the humor 

found in these sites bear remarkable similarity to their European maskilic 

predecessors. I argue that blogging is a continuation of the anonymous 



authorship of reformist Yiddish and Hebrew satire of the 19th century. In my 

analysis, I will outline the language of the Jewish satire of the 19th century and 

the present and demonstrate the differences in the demands for reform and 

inclusion in the satire of these two periods.


